
Psychological Disorder Brochure Project

Objective:  To teach the class about a psychological disorder in an interesting way and create an educational brochure on the disorder of your choice. Using a variety of research sources, you will become an “expert” on your disease/condition and then compile your information into two separate projects.  Because your research and project compilation will carry on throughout the entire course of the semester it is important that you pick a topic that personally interests you.
General Information

1. This project is to be completed on an individual basis.  A certain amount of class time will be devoted to the completion of these projects, but students will be required to complete work outside of class.

2. Students will be required to utilize a variety of information sources.  Only reputable Internet sites may be used.  

· Do not copy or paste information from the internet and resources, unless you site them. Doing so will get you an “F”.  

3. Grades = 6 Grades

1. Brochure 45 pts

a. Definition

b. Graphics with Captions

c. Sample Case

d. 5 Items

e. Getting diagnosed

f. Symptoms

g. Causes

h. How disorder affects brain

i. Treatment

j. Coping

k. Statistics/Frequency in the United States

l. Any other valuable information

2. Presentation: knowing what you are speaking about, mention all the above categories 45 pts

a. Paraphrase the information that you put on your presentation

b. Expand on the information presented on the slides

c. Include relevant graphics or videoclips

d. Keep track of the sources you used – your final slide should be a list of references (APA referencing style must be used)

e. Use good public speaking techniques – speak slowly, clearly and loudly

3. Organization & Neatness (5)

4. Creativity (5)

Note: This is not a complete list of all psychological disorders.  Feel free to select a disorder that does not appear on the list.

Possible Topics

· Agoraphobia

· Alcohol addiction

· Alzheimer’s disease

· Amnesia

· Anorexia nervosa

· Antisocial personality disorder

· Asperger’s syndrome

· Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder

· Autism

· Bipolar disorder

· Bulimia nervousa

· Conduct disorder

· Depression

· Drug addiction

· Dyslexia

· Gambling addiction

· Huntington’s disease

· Impulse-control disorder

· Kleptomania
· Munchausen syndrome
· Narcolepsy

· Obsessive compulsive disorder

· Oppositional defiant disorder

· Panic disorder

· Parkinson’s disease

· Postpartum depression

· Post-traumatic stress disorder

· Pyromania

· Reactive attachment disorder

· Rett’s syndrome

· Schizophrenia

· Seasonal affective disorder

· Social anxiety disorder

· Tourette’s syndrome

Requirements:

2. Educational Brochure
· Use at least 4 sources (not including the Psych textbook).  

· At least 2 of these sources may not be websites.

· Include in the brochure:

· Graphics (3 minimum with captions) and color

· The definition of the disorder

· A sample case of the disorder 

· 5 items – books, movies, or songs about the disorder (e.g. A Beautiful Mind for schizophrenia)

· Diagnosis

· Symptoms of the disorder

· Potential causes of the disorder

· How the disorder affects the brain (or how defects in the brain cause the disorder).  I’m looking for specific brain parts/neurotransmitters involved

· Treatment

· What drugs are used, if any?  How do they affect neurotransmitters/the brain?

· Non-medical treatment (e.g. therapy)

· Relative effectiveness of treatments

· How to cope with the disorder.

· Statistic/Frequency in the United States

· Any other valuable information

3. Presentation: Topics to discuss

· PowerPoint

· Graphics (3 minimum, with captions) (or video clips) and color

· The definition of the disorder

· A sample case of the disorder 

· 5 items – books, movies, or songs about the disorder (e.g. A Beautiful Mind for schizophrenia)

· How do you get diagnosed

· Symptoms of the disorder

· Potential causes of the disorder

· How the disorder affects the brain (or how defects in the brain cause the disorder).  I’m looking for specific brain parts/neurotransmitters involved

· Treatment

i. What drugs are used, if any?  How do they affect neurotransmitters/the brain?

ii. Non-medical treatment (e.g. therapy)

iii. Relative effectiveness of treatments

· How to cope with the disorder.

· Statistic/Frequency in the United States

· Any other valuable information

To get an A, you should make sure that…

· The presentation is entertaining.  Try to use (appropriate) humor, good examples, etc.

· The brochure attractive.  Graphics are included – and they look nice.

· The presentation is ORGANIZED. It is not necessarily organized as it is above, but in a way that makes sense and “flows.”  It does not seem like Person A wrote the first part and Person B wrote the second part – it all goes together.

· You should have PRACTICED a lot!  So, the presentation should be smooth, there should be lots of eye contact.

· You hold the audience’s interest. Design your presentation with your audience in mind – keep it at their level of knowledge and interest.

· You give us the big picture.  Remember, less information is sometimes more. Instead of presenting a long list of symptoms or a list of drugs to treat the disorder, focus on the MAJOR symptoms and why these are important. 

· You have done your homework!  Do not just go to the first website that you find (e.g. depression.com) and copy everything from there.  Think critically!  Are there differing perspectives on the symptoms, seriousness, or even existence of the disorder?  What about treatment options?  You are welcome to add your opinions, as long as they can be backed up with facts. Again, give us a full picture of the disorder.

· Your presentation is not too long or short. Again, this goes back to practice.  If your group has practiced together, it will show!  

· You go above and beyond in some way.  Incorporate a short demonstration or activity.  Create a skit that is engaging and informative. Include information about emerging treatments.  Make a beautiful powerpoint presentation.  Etc.  All of these things will help you out – if you’re weak in one area, doing something really well will make up for that.

